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HEADQUARTERS COﬁllleNT: THE FOLLOWING REPORT DESCRIBES WHAT IS

ALLEGED TO BE NORTH VIETNAMESE POLICY TOWARD U.S. PRISONERS-
OF-WAR AS OF DECEMBER 1971. IT IS AN ACCURATE AND COMPLETE
ACCOUNT OF WHAT THE SOURCE TOLD WE CANNOT,
OF COURSE, VOUCH FOR THE ACCURACY OF ALL THE DETAILS OF THIS

ACCOUNT AS PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE.

SUMMARY: AT A MEETIIG IN DECEMBER 1971 0F VIET 5 (YC)
tMILITARY REGION (M2) C-39 CADRES, THE D MMAMDER OF THZ REG 101
DISCUSSED HANOI'S FOLICY (@ NCER NI THE EXPLOITATION AD
RELEASE OF U.Se PRISONZRS OF WAR (POW'S). THE UC C0iMaMDER
SAID THAT HAKOI FULLY REALIZES THE VALUE OF KEEPIIG U.S. FOY'S
It CAPTIVITY TO SUPPORT AID SUSTAIN THE PRESSURE TACTICS US3ED
B&_ THE ANTIWAR SEGMENTS OF THE U.5. PIBLIC AGAINST THE U.s.
GOVERMMENT . ThE oomm.&rzom CLAIMED THAT HAMI tOULLD ©0 NTIHUT
TO USE POW'S AS A LEVER TO’ FORCE WASHIIETO: TO ACCEPT YA I'S
QIDITIONS TO END THE WAR. END SUMMARY.

l. SINIOR COLONEL BAY M I § H, COMHAIDER OF \C MR C-32,
ZLD & MEETIIG OF REG 0 HAL LEADERSHIP CADRES 13 DECII3ER 1971
TO DISCUSS MCRTH VIETHAMEST POLICY 04l THE EXPLO ITATH & A1D
RELEASE OF U.S. POW'S AS VELL AS OW OTHER POLITICAL a1 MILITARY
POLICIES. THE MEETIMG , KELD KEAR UTSSS944 I PRIY VEIS FROVINGE ,
CAMBODIA, WAS THE CULMINATION OF A FOLITICAL 1m0 CT® [¥ATIO N
COLRSE - COMDUCTED BY THZ POLITICAL OFFICE OF IR C-33
THAT HAD LASTED STVERAL WEEKS. '

2. O THZ LAST DAY OF THE COURST, COLONSL MINH TOLD T4s
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CADRES THAT THE U.S. POY SITUATION WAS THE GREATEST LEVER THAT
FANOI HAS IN OSTAINIMG ITS DESIRED GOALS IN SDUTH VIET yad
(SVN). HE SAID THAT U.S. POW'S QO NSTITUTED 4 SER I0US PROBLEM
FOR WASHINGTON BECAUSE A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF AMER ICAN CITIZENS,
PARTICULARLY RELATIVES OF THE PRISONERS, WERE D IRECTLY
INVWOLVED. PRESSURE ON WASHIMGTON WAS MULTIPLIED BY THE
INTENSIVE EFFORTS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WH) WANTED THE POW'S
RELEASED AT AMY PRICE, o

3. MINH CONTINUED \THA‘\T IN EARLIER YEARS HAND I HAD INTENDED
TO RELEASE U.S. POY'S OR MAKE AVAILABLE COMPLETE LISTS OF
PO S BUT SOON REAL IZED THE BARGAINIMNG FOWER THAT 0OULD BE
EXPLOYED BY KEEPING THE POW'S IN CAPTIVITY AND LETTIIG THE
AMER ICAN PEOPLE MOUNT PRESSURE ON WASHINGTON. MIMH EXPLAINED
THAT DURING 1965 AND 1986, HAM I RADI0 ANAND UNCED TH: NAMES AtD
SRIAL NUMBERS OF U.S. FOW'S WHEN THEY YERE CAPTURED . LATER ,
 FOR FEAR THAT U.S. POW'S MIGHT DIE IN CAPTIVITY AND THTIR
DEATHS MIGHT EVENTUALLY BE QUESTIGHED BY INTER AT IO KAL
AUTHORITIES, HARO I CEASED MAKIIG PUBLIC THE LISTS OF
CAPT IVE S,

4. ACCORDING TO MINH, HAMOI'S COtDITIONS FOR RETWRN OF
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ALL PGW'S INCLUDE YOT ONLY THE WITHDRAWAL CF ALL U.S, TROOPS,
BUT ALSD THE REMOVAL OF ALL TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING
RADAR EQUIPMENT AND INSTALLATIONS, AND OTHER EQUIPMENT THAT _ ;
U.S. FORCES USE UP TO THE DATE OF WITHDRAWAL, NONE OF THIS
EQUIPMENT IS TO BE TURMED OVER TO THE SOUTH VIETHAMESE . THE
REMOVAL OF TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT AND THE DISMANTLIIG OF MILITARY
INSTALLAT IONS ARE TO ASSURE HANOI OF y.S. INTENTIONS mr.ro
RETURHY TO SVN, BECAUSE THE WITHDRAWAL OF MAMPOWER ALONE WILL
NOT COMVINCE HAMOI OF WASHIMGTON'S PLANS FOR THE FUTURE,

5. 'MINH TOLD HIS';AUDI‘ENCE THAT HAMD I WAS SURPRISED THaAT
U,S. FOkCTS HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN STEADILY, BUT IT BELIEVES THAT
THE NUMBER OF REMAIWING TROOPS A#D MILITARY ADVISORS INDICATES .

WASHIMGTON'S COMMITMENT TO SAIGOMN AN THaT WASHINGTON MIGHT
RETQRN TROOPS TO SVN IN AN EMERGENCY., H4'D I REGARDS THE TROOP
WITHDRAYAL AS AN INEVITABLE REACTION OF WASHIMGTION TO PRESSLRE
APPLIED BY ANTIWAR SEGMZHTS OF THE AMER ICal P13LIC.

6. MINH SAID THAT U.S., POW'S MAY BE RSLEASID ON A PIECE-
MZAL BASIS EVEMN AFTZR THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL U.S. TRCOPS FROM
S/ IF WASHIMGTON MAINTAINS A MILITARY ADVISORY ROLE I SVN.

iM% aNV CASE, POU'S ywILL BE RELEASED TO éEPRESENTATIVES 0F THE




OFFOSITION POLITICAL PARTY, ANIIYAR GRGANIZAT 0 N3, OR
TO THE IR FAMILIES., MIIH DOES NOT BELIEVE HAM I WO ULD EVER
DEAL WITH WASHIISTON DIRECTLY FOR THE RELEASE OF POW'S.

7 MINH EXPLAINED THAT A "LIMITED RELEASE" OF poy-s
IS APPLICASLE OMLY TO THOSE POW'S WID HAVE ACCEPTED THE BULK
OF COMMUNIST 14DOCIRINATION OFFZRED BY TEEIR CAPTOR S, ;
THE MAIN THEZMES OF POW INDOCTRIMATION INCLUDE THE ;
CONDEMNATION OF THE USELESS (SIC) U.S. BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM (NWN) AND
THE ABSURDITY AND TRRATIONALITY OF  THE U.S. uMITHENT To
SiN. U.S. POY'S YD HAVE BEE N RELEASZD WERE THOSE HANOI
BELIEVED SYMPATHETIC TO iTS CAUSE, THISE wHO Hqvg APPARENTLY N
“SUAZED THEIR IMCCTRIMATION, MINH SAID THAT THE Poy° s 10 . :.
SE'RELEASID PRIOR TO MMPLETE U.5. 1 ITHDRAWAL FROY Sus WILL
FALZ AN IHPORTANT INFLUENCT ON THE PEOPLE OF THE U.S. yip , 1N
TURY, WILL PUT PRESSURE. O™ WASHIIGTON TO AcCice T0 HAMRI'S
DEMAIDS FOR EMDING THE WAR.

S WMINH CONCLUDED BY SAVIIG THAT 4POY THE GOMPLETION OF
U-S. WITIDRAUAL FROM SUN, THE RELEASE OF FOL'S WOULD BE ASSURZD
BY AN ARRAMGEMENT THROUSH INTERNAT IO NaL AUTHDRITIES. FURTHER ,
WHEN THE WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. TROOPS AND THE 5U8 SEQUEWT RELEsE
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OF U.S. FOW'S HyVE BEEWN ACOMPLISHED , TH= HA!DI AlD sSalsonm

GOVERNMENTS WILL DISCUSS THZ MuTuaL RELEASE OF SOUTH VIET NaME SE

A!D NORTH VIET NAME ST POW* s,

UPON RESOLUTION OF TKIS QUESTION,
A PERMANENT CEASE-FIRE WILL BE ENACTED aAMD ARRAIGEMENTS MADE
TO ELECT A COALITION GGVERNMENT.
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